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In the contemporary wortd, no iociety is in a position to shape is own
destiny in isolation. For this ¡eason, the problem of thc posi¡iqning 

-sf 
Br¿zil in the

world is a critical topic on the national agenda' Proper resolution of that problem

demands an appraisal of the factofs of p€rmar€nce and change in the intematio¡al
system.

The decade of the 1980s was a period of much change. From the North'/South

perspective; there was an erosion of power resources with- which üe couutries of
itre ihird World ha¿ imagiued, during üe 1960s and 1970s, they could construct a

fairer intemaüonal €conomic order th¡ough joint action (üe Group of 77) On the

other han4 the fall of the Berlin Wall symbolized a substantial change in üe
East/West dichotomy that had structured intemational affairs since the post World
War tr period. This iituation has called into question üe political logic of the non-

aligned movement dating back to the 1950s.

Because of this new intemaüonal context, it i§ neces§ary to reco$ider
Brazitian diplomacy to €oablc it to cootinue its coursc while respondi¡g in an

up-toJaúe marmer to the challengcs of thcse Eansfo¡m¿tio¡s. In order !o ensure

átio""t 
"irUitity 

*ithout loss ofldentity and sPecificity' one must broaden the

reach of its opciative rationality, through culnrral, econoric, political and social

procedures that are compatible with wodd event§.

Grcater understanding of these problems carr be gained by considering the

ir»ights rwealed by Itamaraty @razil's Foreign Office or State DeParhent), in the

únk Topics in Brailian Foreign Policl.'

The book, which contains contributing articles frorn career diplomats, shows

how I'afñffaty thinks about üe me¿ning of the t¡a¡§fomation the wodd is

crrrrently rmdergoing, from the vicwpoint ofBrazil's international position' It is,

therefore, a useÁü giidebook for organizing an overvicw of the most siglificant
intemational relatións problems facing Brazil. The book is divided into f¡ve Pa¡t§'
The first, which de3ls ivith intemational economic problems' begirs wiü an article

on Brazilian trade policy by Ambassador Paulo Tarso Flecha de Lima,

I 
celsc¡r Fonse"a Jr. an¿ valdemar cam€iro ltáo, (€ds.)

iemas áe Pofitica Extema Brasil€ira. The pubücatiori is an ündcriakirg of ÍPRI - Institute for Study of
Iflrcdrtionál RclaliotE of úc AlcxandrÉ Gusmáo Foundatiorr which' sinoc crcatiqr in 1987' hás b€come

an op€fl forutu for dcbotes oí qucstion§ ofcontcmporary foreign Policy.
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Brazil's positions will ¡equire choices based upon a weighing of whicü are the i
greatest interests of üe country in niches alfording opporurnities for the
competiüve globalization of üc Brazilian cconomy.

25 J¡me 1990


